Victim Impact Statement: Tate 


Well, here we are again. After more than a year of appeals, we're back where we 
started. Except, there have been some changes. I'm a year older, and am not really in 
the same place I was a year ago. When Michael Olson was sentenced, I was still in 
shock, still trying to figure out what was happening. I wondered about the motivation 
of people to behave in such a way. I was trying to understand. A year later, I'm still 
trying to understand, but something has been added. Now, I'm angry in a way I've 
never known before, and in a way I was unable to be a year ago. 

I have been thrust into a system I had no intention of being involved with. I am a 
member of a group I had no intention of joining. I have seen more care taken to 
protect Dennis Tate than to protect me, or my daughter, or my family. I have seen 
Dennis Tate treated as a victim. I have seen Tate and his attorney waste tax money 
and prolong the agony of my family for no reason but to delay accepting 
responsibility for his actions. 

None of this was about assuring someone a fair trial. It wasn’t about making sure the 
right person had been arrested and accused. It wasn't about someone possibly being 
framed for a crime he didn't commit. Dennis Tate appealed to the Court of Appeals 
and the state Supreme Court to waste time and play with technicalities. I saw no court 
order to hurry them along. 

I spent time waiting for Tate in the courtroom when he was supposed to have a 
hearing only to find out that someone forgot to bring him from his jail cell. I spent 
time waiting in the courtroom only to find out that since Tate's mother wasn't there, 
the hearing would be postponed. And this is after he had been certified to stand trial 
as an adult. I saw much care taken to protect Tate's rights that the fact that he had 
taken all of Brian's rights appeared less important. 

I have many questions for Dennis Tate: What did you think you were doing? What 
gave you the right to kill Brian? How can any human being act so cold and deliberate 
against another human being? But beyond that, I want to know what Dennis Tate was 
planning to do as a human being in this society. Did he think that he had the right to 
anything he wanted just by taking it? I learned at the last hearing that Tate never 
bothered to learn to read. He had to have the guilty plea read to him by his lawyer. 
How did he expect to get along? 

Here is a man who will be out of prison before he is as old as I am now. He will then 
go about his business doing whatever he wishes, probably in the same way he has up 
until now, without regard to the rights, expectations, or feelings of other people. 

You want to know what I have lost because of this? I have lost the freedom to make 
decisions about my relationship with Brian. Dennis Tate made an unalterable 
decision for me, the decision to sever my relationship with my son. I have lost my 
career. I have been a counselor for years. I spent a long time working with teenagers 



in trouble. I can't do it anymore. I'm too hurt and angry. I have lost my relationship. 

It couldn’t withstand the stress, the anger. I didn’t have the energy to invest and now 
it's gone. 

And, probably the most troubling thing for me is that I have lost my belief in the 
goodness of humanity. I've lost myself. I have had my soul ripped out of me, and it has 
been replaced with a dark pit of anger, despair, sadness. I have lost much that had 
meaning for me in my life. I have lost my son. 



